COSMIC HILLBASHERS 16th AGM

Mither Tap Bar, John St, Aberdeen, 25th November 2008
The evening commenced with the presentation of prizes for the Cosmic Summer Series and the Cosmic Championship for 2008.

MINUTES

Apologies were received from Eugenie Verney, Tim Griffin, Lois Noble and Sean O’Sullivan.  20 members were present.

1. Approval of minutes of last AGM (13th Nov 2007): the minutes were read and a discrepancy noted (Elaine Stewart was Social Secretary for the year rather than Peter Larkin).  From resolutions made last year, a new all singing and dancing talk to the computer and print stopwatch has been purchased – software still being sorted (Dennis McDonald), new (extra) Club Championship Shields for Vet and Supervet age groups have been purchased – and just been presented (Anita Hamilton), there is new club kit in the shape of Cosmic Buffs and more is planned (Rob Brookes), the £150 donation to SHR as we used their race insurance is yet to be made (Colin Larmour).  Minutes were proposed by Gary Gutteridge and seconded by Gillian Clunas.

2. Secretary’s report: Anita Hamilton as acting secretary gave the report for the year. Cosmic Hillbashers organized races were well attended and went well – Beach Bum (48 runners), El Brim-ick (45 runners and 5 Juniors), Clach na Ben (63 runners), Cairn William (31 runners plus 8 juniors) and most took place in pleasant weather.  For the Krunce series 2008, 106 people did at least one race with an average turnout of 40-50 (the highest was 57), and was won by Rob Brookes, with Elaine Stewart 2nd and Kevin Morrice and Barry Ingram tied for 3rd.  The Cosmic Summer series, which took place on the 3rd Thursday in the month, attracted a total of 99 entrants with 24 people completing the series by doing 3 out of 4 races and 11 people doing all 4.  In the Cosmic Championship, 44 people did at least one race.  

Social functions included the very hotly contested Christmas mince pie making competition, and our post Christmas fancy dress party held at the Bieldside Inn in January (after El Brim-ick race).  There were several “away” trips.  6 Cosmics ran the Yorkshire 3 peaks race which was the WMRA Long Distance Championship this year.  12 Cosmics (and friends) ran the Glamaig Race on Skye (Lois was 1st lady), this trip also including Rob’s 30th birthday celebrations.  14 Cosmics (and friends) did the Two Breweries race Traquair to Broughton, this event being part of Matt’s Stag party weekend.  These events were all ably organized by our social secretary Elaine, apart from the last which was organized by Rob.  We also had 3 teams in the Devils Burden Hill Relay and 2 female teams in the Comrie relay – this was part of Fiona’s hen weekend and fortunately she ran carefully and kept the white tutu, veil and gloves in good shape for Matt to wear for the Two Breweries a few weeks later.  And of course there were weddings to celebrate – Fiona (Dahl) and Dennis (McDonald) beat Marjon (Van der Pol) and Matt (Brettle) by one week in October, but Margaret (Stafford) and Steve (Helmore) got there first by marrying in the February snow at Mar Lodge.

Anita Hamilton and Lois Noble completed the SHR championship and earned their mugs.  Elaine Stewart and Dennis McDonald completed the new SHR Long Classics series (4 out of 9 nominated long races).  Elaine also went to the World Veteran Mountain Running championship in the Czech Republic and was 11th W50.  In the Scottish Island Peaks (“the boat race”), Ian Wilson’s boat was 3rd overall, first monohull (breaking the record for a monohull in the event), and won the All-Rounders trophy, while Lois Noble (with Elspeth Scott) won the Molls of Kintyre salver for fastest female runners.  Dan and Claire Whitehead won lots of races as usual, including 2 “doubles” at 2 Aonach Mor Uphill races.

3. Treasurer’s report: Colin Larmour reported that the club’s finances are in a healthy state and passed out copies of the accounts for the year.  A slight deficit on the year is more than offset by the stock of buffs and other clothing which was not accounted for, and profits from races were up.  The meeting resolved to send another donation of £150 to SHR, and to use some funds to subsidize the Christmas Party and away trips.

4. Membership report:  Gary Gutteridge reported the current membership as 79, 10 less than last year, and including 5 students and 1 honorary member.  The Vet40s are the biggest category, followed by Vet50s, the young things under 40 being in the minority.

5. Election of officers:

Secretary: Anita Hamilton, proposed: Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Dennis McDonald

Treasurer: Colin Larmour, proposed: Anita Hamilton, seconded: Gary Gutteridge 

Membership Secretary: Matt Brettle, proposed: Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Rob Brookes

Social Secretary: Elaine Stewart, proposed: Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Dennis McDonald

Assistant Social Secretary: Rob Brookes, proposed: Fiona McDonald, seconded: Gillian Clunas

Mens Captain: Dennis McDonald, proposed Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Rob Brookes

Ladies Captain:  Fiona McDonald, proposed: Anita Hamilton, seconded: Gary Gutteridge 

6. Election of Committee members:

Sean O’Sullivan and Sarah O’Sullivan (Joint Webmaster/mistress): proposed: Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Dennis McDonald

Mike Stone: proposed: Anita Hamilton, seconded: Gary Gutteridge 

Rob Brookes: Kitmeister, proposed: Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Fiona McDonald

The meeting thanked Gary Gutteridge, the retiring Membership secretary, for his sterling work on this and in organizing the club kit.

7. Cosmic Hillbasher races for 2009 (El Brim-ick, Clach na Ben, Krunce, Cosmic Summer Series, Cairn William):  El Brim-ick is set for Sat 10th Jan.  Clach na Ben organization has been passed to Rob Brookes.  The race is on Sat 11th April and will be a SHR and under 23 championship race and also the SAL championship race (single event), so increased numbers of entrants are expected.  Rob has arranged sponsorship from the Deeside Brewery (the one formerly in Lumphanan) and proposed that a ceilidh be held in the evening after the event.  Possibly scouts may be able to help with marshalling on the day (Sean O’Sulllivan).  The Krunces are set for the 1st Tues in the month April to September as usual.  The Summer series races will take place on the 3rd Thursday in the month (May to Aug).  It was agreed that the format used this year, 3 races out of 4 to count with points awarded for positions, be continued.

8. Cosmic Club Championship – nominated races for 2009:  The nominated races are El Brim-ick, Scolty, Ben Rinnes, Glenshee 9, Tap O’Noth, Morven, Cairn William and Bennachie, plus one other SHR championship race – to be decided when calendar available, 5 races from 9 to count.  Note that Clach na Ben is not included in the Club championship this year as many Cosmics will be needed to help with the organization on the day.

9. Membership fees for 2009: To remain at £15, £5 for students and unwaged.  Proposed: Gary Gutteridge, seconded: Dennis McDonald

10. Cosmic club kit: Rob considering getting lightweight Montane pertex jackets in fluorescent yellow with Cosmic name and logo made to order, and also proposed that a Cosmic flag(s) or banner(s) be purchased for Clach na Ben (and other races).  Note Dennis and Fiona will continue to store the race equipment.

11. AOCB 
· Fiona McDonald has volunteered to produce the Bull sheet.  She will be pleased to receive any articles, poetry, pictures, caption competitions etc.  Fiona will also continue to organize moonlit runs and will send out dates for next months soon.

· The Christmas party will be Sat 10th Jan (after El Brim-ick), fancy dress theme to be announced nearer the time.  There will be another Mince Pie Competition on Tue 16th Dec.

· It was proposed that the schedule for Saturday and Summer Tuesday hill runs should be overhauled, to avoid the same venue/route occurring twice in a row.  Anita pointed out that this was not an easy task given the complexity of runs and races taking place.  Dennis volunteered to liaise with Ewen about this, as he wanted to introduce some new venues and routes.  The meeting gave a vote of thanks to Ewen for all his work organizing the training.

· Ideas for club weekends away to be sent to Elaine.

· A committee meeting will be needed in February to make arrangements for the Clach na Ben race.

· It was proposed that the next AGM to be held a little earlier, on Tuesday 13th Oct 2009.

Prizewinners:

Summer series

Men: 1st Dan Whitehead, 2nd Jason Williamson, 3rd Robbie Simpson (Banchory and Stonehaven AC), V40 Alan Smith (Deeside Runners), V50 Bruce Manning

Women: 1st Briony Curtis (Edinburgh University H&H), 2nd Fiona Dahl, 3rd Anita Hamilton, F40 Gillian Clunas, F50 Elaine Stewart

Club Championship

Men: Jason Williamson, V40 Dennis McDonald, V50 Murray Bryce

Women: Fiona Dahl, F40 Elaine Stewart, F50 Elaine Stewart

Calendar:

Krunce 2009: 7th Apr, 5th May, 2nd Jun, 7th Jul, 4th Aug, 1st Sep

Summer Series 2009: 21st May (Durris), 18th Jun (Balmedie), 16th Jul (Mither Tap), 20th Aug (Cheyne Hill)

